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throne will form its firmest basis. Changes of this kind
cannot be suddenly made; yet there is one of these which
cannot be too suddenly: let no person who wishes to
approach the throne, whatever may be his rank in life,
be impeded by the prerogatives of the great. Let men
feel the necessity of equal merit to obtain preference.
It is for you to level distinctions, and seat merit in its
proper place.

Declare open war on the prejudice which places so
great a distance between military and civil functions. It
is a prejudice which, under a feeble Prince, such as
your august family, like every other, may some time pro-
duce, will expose the country, and the Crown itself, to
all the convulsions of pretorian anarchy. The officer
and the soldier, SIRE, should only be proud in the
presence of the foe. To their countrymen they should be
brothers; and, if they defend their fellow-citizens, be it
remembered they are paid by their fellow-citizens. In a
kingdom like yours, perhaps, the warrior ought to have
the first degree of respect; but he ought not to have it
exclusively. If you have an army only you will never
have a kingdom. Render your civil officers more respect-
able than they were under your predecessor. Nothing is
more just, or more easy to accomplish. The Prince who
reigns over the affections engages them by the simplest
attentions. Frederick II. had the frenzy of continually
wearing a uniform, as if he were the King only of
soldiers. This legionary habiliment did not a little con-
tribute to discredit the civil officer. How happened it
he never felt it was impossible a Sovereign should
render men estimable, for whom he never would testify
esteem ? He who attempts to make those incorruptible
to whom he will not assure pecuniary independence
will be equally unsuccessful. Let the civil officer be
better paid, and never forget, SIRE, that ill pay is ill
economy. Among a thousand examples, I will but cite
the enormous frauds that the Prussian Administrators
have, for some years, committed on the public revenue.
By an inconsistency, which is important in its effects, the
financiers have been held in too much contempt, and
those who have been convicted of acts the most dishonestn, husbandmen, or liberal professions, that do not appertain
